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not diverted into areas where responsible parents have difficult decisions to 

make and do not need coercion by the state. 

(e) The legal profession -with the removal of the defence of 'reasonable

chastisement' there would be no legal difference between child abuse and

loving, responsible discipline. If the law in Scotland does lump together such

disparate acts, it will cease to apply appropriate distinctions - and the result

will be cynicism among the lawyers and those who have to deal with them.

QUESTION: Do you see any additional impact on groups with protected 
characteristics? 

ANSWER: Some religious and racial groups will feel this goes contrary to values 
they have been taught. Appropriate physical discipline may be enshrined in a holy 
book (e.g. the Bible),or in the case of a racial group it may be passed down as 
something that has proved of value in their culture over centuries. 

QUESTION: Are there any equalities and human rights issues raised by the 
approach taken in the Bill that should be considered? 

ANSWER: It seems to me to come under Article 8 of the European Convention of 
Human Rights which says, 'Everyone has the right to respect for his private and 
family life, his home and his correspondence.' Though the Article goes on to restrict 
that right under certain circumstances, it appears to me that this Bill does not target 
the sort of behaviour that would justify intervention in family life. 

QUESTION: Please tell us about any other comments you feel are relevant to the 
Bill. 

ANSWER: I do not approve this Bill and wish it to be scrapped. However, if it goes 
ahead, it would only be responsible of the Scottish Parliament to ensure that at the 
same time an extensive counselling service were put in place to assist parents who 
have genuine problems with the disciplining of their children. 

Otherwise, the Parliament will be contributing to a situation where society is troubled 
by even more youth indiscipline. 

Dr Graham Keith 

EHRiC/S5/19/C(EPFA)342




